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Berlin, 25 June 2026 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Neue Nationalgalerie 

Potsdamer Straße 50, 10785 Berlin 

Tue – Wed 10 am – 6 pm, Thu 10 am – 8 pm, Fri – Sun 10 am – 6 pm 

 

MAURIZIO CATTELAN. NIGHT 

Preis der Nationalgalerie 2026 

10 September 2026 – 7 March 2027 

A special exhibition of the Neue Nationalgalerie – Stiftung Preußischer 

Kulturbesitz 

Press preview: Wednesday, 9 September 2026, 9 am  

Opening: Wednesday, 9 September 2026 (during Berlin Art Week) 

 

The Neue Nationalgalerie presents NIGHT, the first major solo exhibi-

tion in Germany by Italian artist Maurizio Cattelan. The exhibition 

forms the 2026 Preis der Nationalgalerie, for which Cattelan was se-

lected by an international jury, and brings together important histor-

ical works and new commissions within Mies van der Rohe’s iconic 

building. 

 

Since the early 1990s, Maurizio Cattelan (born 1960 in Padua) has been 

one of the defining voices in international art. His work begins with images 

that seem known, even fixed, and shifts them just enough to unsettle their 

meaning. In doing so, it touches on subjects often regarded as difficult or 

set apart—religion, childhood, authority, and generational collective trau-

ma. Across Cattelan's artistic practice, gestures that move between irony, 

exaggeration, and restraint engage established figures and forms, open-

ing them to renewed consideration. Questions of memory, authorship, and 

belief emerge through the encounter with the works. With NIGHT, Mau-

rizio Cattelan returns to Berlin, where he co-curated the 4th Berlin Bien-

nale twenty years ago.  

 

The exhibition includes seminal pieces such as Him (2001), Novecento 

(1997), La Rivoluzione Siamo Noi (2000), and Untitled (2003), inspired by 

Günter Grass’s The Tin Drum, alongside new commissions. Together, 

these works trace recurring concerns within Cattelan’s practice: the ten-

sion between innocence and violence, the construction of identity, and the 

uneasy persistence of historical memory. 

 

At its centre is a new site-specific work conceived for the Neue National-

galerie. This commission initiates a far-reaching intervention into the mu-

seum’s spatial framework. Through a careful transformation, the exhibition 

reshapes how the building is used and experienced. Familiar modes of 

display give way to an environment defined by gathering, reflection, and 

attention. Within this setting, the relationship between viewer, work, and 

architecture shifts. 

 

The Neue Nationalgalerie, with its architecture by Mies van der Rohe, 

provides a setting in which these questions gain particular clarity. The 
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building itself becomes part of the exhibition, shaping how the works are 

seen and experienced. 

 

Presented in Berlin, NIGHT unfolds within a German context shaped by 

layered histories and ongoing processes of remembrance. As narratives 

continue to be revisited across generations, Cattelan’s work enters a field 

in which images, symbols, and forms of representation remain actively 

negotiated. 

 

MAURIZIO CATTELAN. NIGHT is curated by Lisa Botti, curator at Neue 

Nationalgalerie, with Klaus Biesenbach, director of Neue Nationalgalerie, 

in close collaboration with Maurizio Cattelan.  

 

Klaus Biesenbach comments: “As a German born, living abroad for most 

of my adult life, Maurizio Cattelan’s work always had a very German read-

ing for me. Him was also about the kneefall of Willy Brandt; the Little 

Drummer Boy came from The Tin Drum; and, of course, Joseph Beuys’s 

felt suit was one of my introductions to the art world, having grown up only 

a few miles away from the centre of Beuys’s activity. Now we will be able 

to experience and see Cattelan’s work in Berlin, where many of these 

pieces already had, in a strange way, their point of origin in my mind. And 

even this building, which many people call a temple, becomes church-like, 

becoming a part and a piece of this exhibition.” 

 

Lisa Botti adds: “This exhibition developed through a very close collabo-

ration with Maurizio Cattelan over an extended period of time, including 

repeated visits to Berlin and ongoing exchange about the Neue National-

galerie and its historical context. Conceived specifically for this site, it 

brings together existing works and new commissions that respond directly 

to its location. The title NIGHT suggests a condition in which things are 

not necessarily hidden, but seen differently. In the reduced light of even-

ing, familiar forms can become strange, while overlooked details come 

into focus." 

 

The Preis der Nationalgalerie, founded by the FREUNDE der National-

galerie (FRIENDS of the National Gallery) in 2000, has established itself 

over the past 25 years as one of Germany’s most significant awards for 

contemporary art, recognising artists who have gone on to make a lasting 

impact on the national and inter-national art landscape. 

  

In 2026, the prize enters a new phase through its move into the iconic 

glass hall at Neue Nationalgalerie and becomes a singular opportunity for 

an artist to realise a focused and ambitious presentation. The format re-

flects the Nationalgalerie's commitment to bringing significant art to Berlin.  

 

Christian Kohorst, chairman of FREUNDE der Nationalgalerie, adds: 
"We are thrilled to show Cattelan’s work in Berlin for the first time in this 
depth as part of this new chapter of the Prize. Bringing artists to new and 
broader audiences is exactly what the Preis der Nationalgalerie is about 
— and it sits alongside our ongoing support to emerging artists through 
acquisitions, commissions, exhibitions and educational programme.” 
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The jury for the Preis der Nationalgalerie 2026 included Emma Lavigne 
(Director of the Pinault Collection, Paris) and Sam Keller (Director of the 
Fondation Beyeler, Basel) as well as Klaus Biesenbach (Director of the 
Neue Nationalgalerie). In addition to the jurors, the curators of the 
Nationalgalerie and the members of the FREUNDE der Nationalgalerie 
were also eligible to submit nominations. 

 

The exhibition is presented as part of the Preis der Nationalgalerie, which 

is made possible by FREUNDE der Nationalgalerie and supported by 

BMW. 


